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BARBAGALLO RACEWAY — MINISTERIAL MEETINGS 
Statement 

HON AARON STONEHOUSE (South Metropolitan) [5.21 pm]: Members may have noted the particular 
interest I have taken in the resumption of motorcycling at Barbagallo Raceway over recent weeks. The questions 
I have asked and various clarifications I have sought from the Minister for Sport and Recreation stem from a series 
of representations made to my office by, among others, senior members of the Motor Cycle Racing Club of WA, 
the WA Sporting Car Club, and the “We Need Our Track Back” group. In light of the minister’s responses to my 
questions those representations are more concerning now than they might otherwise have been, as they seem to 
suggest that either the minister is being, at best, disingenuous in the information he has chosen to share with this 
house, or has a definition of “constructive” that flies in the face of common usage. 
Perhaps I might take a moment to offer some background that members might not be aware of. After an unfortunate 
accident in November 2016 that led to the death of a young motorcyclist, the Department of Sport and Recreation 
issued a directive to the operators of Barbagallo Raceway instructing it to suspend all motorcycling events until 
the track was deemed safe. Those two words “until safe” have haunted motorcycling in Perth ever since. Who 
defines what is safe? Is it the department that issued the directive? It seems not. Is it the minister? He certainly 
does not seem to think so. Neither I nor the sporting representatives I have spoken to suggest that we should take 
a cavalier attitude towards safety in motorcycling—far from it—nor should we be blind to the inherent risks 
associated with the sport. The irony is that Barbagallo was one of the few places, indeed, the only place within 
easy reach of suburban Perth, where motorcyclists could learn to handle their machines safely at speed and under 
professional supervision. There, they were backed by a team of experienced riders who sought to mitigate the risks 
they faced. Safe, however, as an absolute concept in the legal sense and that the Department of Sport and Recreation 
sought to define in the course of its directive, is quite simply impossible to achieve, not to mention being at clear 
odds with the Civil Liability Act 2002. I will concede that a review of Barbagallo Raceway was undertaken, the 
Hall review, but it was wrongly scoped to the Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme’s standards. Only 
one circuit in the whole of Australia—one single circuit—is FIM licensed. Barbagallo never was, Collie still is not 
and I do not imagine the new proposed track at Serpentine ever will be. 
What should have happened, had the department been cognisant of the realities and competent in its handling of 
the situation, is a review that assessed Barbagallo Raceway against the track guidelines issued by 
Motorcycling Australia. Such a review would have ensured that the track was treated and assessed in the same 
way as almost every other domestic racetrack in Australia—with the single exception I noted—and was held to 
the same standard of safety. Instead, a series of unachievable goals were set and a stalemate ensued, almost entirely 
of the department’s own making through its overreach and its intransigence that it is clearly the minister’s 
responsibility to break. We cannot ask motorcycling enthusiasts to drive all the way to Collie and back, the next 
nearest track, which is situated, as it happens, in the minister’s own electorate. Anyone who has driven long trips 
will understand that driving more than 200 kilometres to the Collie track from Perth, handling a motorcycle at high 
speeds and then driving back is not the definition of safe. That would be living in a fantasy world that seems to be 
a world inhabited by the minister as well. 
This brings me to my recent questions and to the minister’s meeting with motorcycling representatives at 
Dumas House on 30 January, a meeting that members might recall the minister described in his answer to my 
question as having been “constructive”, and from which he then went on to provide a list of follow-up actions 
undertaken by himself and his senior staff. Nowhere on that list was there reference to the telephone calls made to 
attendees by the minister’s chief of staff the next day, calls made to apologise for the minister’s behaviour and for the 
chief of staff herself having stormed out of the meeting in anger at one point. Perhaps that was simply an oversight. 
It would have been a busy morning after all, with all those different stakeholders to apologise to. It was easy to 
overlook, I am sure. But nowhere in the summary of this “constructive” meeting was there reference to the minister 
having made a crude hand gesture towards attendees either—I believe the popular phrase is “flipping the bird”—
or to his telling them that it would be easier if he bulldozed Barbagallo and built houses on the site instead. Let me 
be very clear: I have had this behaviour summarised by a number of attendees at the meeting, and their summaries 
all tally. The only summary that does not tally is that provided by the minister and I am told his outbursts were the 
talk of the industry the next day. This is clearly not what I call appropriate ministerial behaviour. I do not believe 
it has been accurately reflected in the answers that the minister has provided to us in recent days and it is clearly 
not the way I wish to see Parliament represented. I do not know what sort of standards the McGowan government 
sets for itself. In the case of the Minister for Sport and Recreation, they seem to be the standards of a thug and a bully, 
and this Parliament, and the motorcycling community of Western Australia, deserve an apology for those actions. 
I dare say this whole affair reveals something even more sinister about the McGowan government and what one 
of its ministers considers to be an appropriate form of stakeholder engagement, and that is just how serious the 
government is about working with Western Australians to make our state a better place to live and work. It cannot 
promise to be a consultative government or talk about the importance of public–private partnerships and then 
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literally flip the bird to business owners and members of the community when they come to see the government 
about their grievances. It cannot call Perth dullsville, promise to change the culture of government to make our 
city more energetic and interesting, and then apply a ban to the only motorcycling track in the Perth metropolitan 
area. It cannot call itself a modern Labor Party, free of the old-school union thuggery tactics that we saw in the 
Labor Party of old, and then have one of its ministers openly muse the possibility of bulldozing a track with 
privately owned facilities because it makes things easier for the government. Motorcyclists do not want their track 
back; they need it back so that they can continue to practise their sport safely. If the Department of Sport and 
Recreation did not directly cause this problem, it certainly exacerbated the impasse, and the minister, whose own 
electorate stands to benefit, has bumbled, gestured and sworn his way into a position that makes it untenable for 
him to continue to provide the leadership necessary for a resolution. Someone needs to take action, and the one 
proven fact in this entire sorry affair is that it cannot be the member for Collie–Preston.  
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